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A business-friendly environment for construction SMEs: what is the
contribution of the new European Parliament?
Brussels, 19th November 2014
Small and medium-sized construction businesses believe there is much at stake in the next
European legislative term. Five years of economic slowdown harshly damaged small builders,
but the housing sector has big potential for the European economy. Today the European
Builders Confederation organised a business breakfast to present the new MEPs with its
roadmap on how to contribute to sustainable economic growth in Europe and overcome the
crisis in the sector, as set out in the EBC Manifesto. More than ten MEPs, representatives
from DG Enterprise and other associations participated in the breakfast and contributed to the
debate.
MEP and SME Circle’s Chair Markus Pieper, hosting the breakfast, said “The SME Circle is
committed to supporting SME policy, which produces tangible results for
entrepreneurs. We will combine our efforts with those of Frans Timmermans for better
regulation and enhanced application of the subsidiarity principle. SMEs need
simplification first!”.
EBC President José Antonio Calvo Delgado opening the breakfast said “The European
Union has now provided entrepreneurs with all the legislative tools they need. However,
concrete actions have to follow. We are afraid ‘SMEs’ will remain merely a word policymakers use with good intentions but no real engagement. In our Manifesto we call for
the new European Parliament to use all the instruments it holds in its hands to develop
a business-friendly environment where builders can get back to work”.
EBC Vice President Patrick Liébus concluded the meeting saying “Juncker’s 300 billion
investment plan is a positive initiative but it won’t work without public investment. In
the EBC Manifesto, we propose concrete measures to develop entrepreneurship, to
‘turn environmental challenges into opportunities’, to strive against unfair competition
in the Internal Market and much more. As from 2015 – when I will officially take over the
EBC presidency – I will work to make these priorities a reality”.
* END *
Links
To read EBC Manifesto with construction SMEs’ priorities for the 2014-2019 legislative term, click here

To see the programme of the business breakfast, click here
Follow us on Twitter
To keep abreast of our campaigns and news, and to join the debate, follow us at twitter.com/EBC_SMEs

NOTE TO THE EDITOR
Established in 1990, the European Builders Confederation - E.B.C. - is a European professional
organisation representing national associations of craftsmen and SMEs working in the
construction sector. Through its national members, E.B.C. represents 2 million micro, small and
medium-sized enterprises from the construction sector.
The construction sector is of vital importance to the European Economy. With 3.1 million
enterprises, an annual turnover of almost € 1600 billion, a total direct workforce of almost 14
million, the construction sector contributes at around 10% to the GDP of the European Union.
99,9% of the European construction sector is composed of Small and Medium-sized Enterprises,
which produce 80% of the construction industry's output. Small enterprises (less than 50
employees) are responsible for 60% of the production and employ 70% of the sector's working
population.
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